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Editorial Note of CHHATRATEJ-April 1947 '

Janardan R. Joglekar - Editor-Chhatratej |
Tapidas & Tulsidas Varajdas Sarvajanik Highschool - Surat

Mr. H. J. Shah B.Sc., S.T.C., worked for fifteen years as a Mathematics
Teacher in the upper classes and left this school in November 1946 to take up a
similar appointment at Songadh (kathiawar). He did this in obedience to that “stll -
small voice within® which urged him to accept a post with much lower emoluments
yet affording him the invaluable advantage of daily contact with his Guru - Shree




of plain living and high thinking and lived up to it. He had a praiseworthy command
of Sanskrit Language. He was a deep and discriminating student of the "Jain
Philosophical lore". He was kind and courteous towards all, and quiet and unassuming;

ne avoided all rivalries and display, and presented a not-very-usual spectacle of a
man, who in the midst of all the trevails and turmoil of the ever-shifting modern

pumw life had secured sound footing and a real peace of mind.

He was eminently successful as a teacher. His grasp of a matter of his
sublects and of the methods of imparting it was complete. His exposition was simple
~ and lucid. He was always kind and brotherly towards his pupils whose spontaneous
expression of deep regret at the news of his departure for Songadh was touching.

We sincerely wish him full attainment of his cherished spiritual goal and a
long. heaiiny and peaceful life as a means to that attainment.
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THE GREAT SPIRITUAL SOUL

--Hasmukh Maganial Shah Florida, USA
Email: kahanguru @ hotmail.com

When we knew about the departure of this great soul (Mahan-Atma) leaving
this transitory world on way to path-of-Liberation (Moksha), we were dismayed with
tears in our eyes. But, then composed and thought deeply, what we have leamt
from his life and how far we are behind to understand and grasp the knowledge he
has exposed in Gujarati language (Matru-Bhasha) to Jains in this world.

This great soul came to this world during August and passed away in August.
He himself was AUGUST (eminent, grand, dignified, noble, magnificent, impressive).
| do not have enough to do adore this noble soul.

When Pujya Himatbhai accomplished the Gujarati version of “"Samysar"
Scripture in Surat and before its publication during 1940 from Songadh, Gurudev
Shri kanjiswami had written in his own handwriting about the dignity, divipity and
importance of this divine scripture and that time Gurudev had uttered, “Himatbhai
is very close to the path of Liberation" (“Nikat-Moksha-Gami). At this movement he
was overwhelmed with bliss when he heard such words from Gurudev and he felt,
his Human-Life has been fulfiled. He did not merely translate Five Great Scriptures
from the Sanskrit into Gujarati (Gadya & padya), but fully preserved the substance,
theme (bhaav) of Acharya Dev who had written the original scripture.

Shrimad Rajchandra had once said “It will be of great advantage for
Mumukshus if such Scriptures of Kund Kund Acharya can be translated into Gujarati
language" and similar feeling was expressed by Gurudev Shri Kanjiswami. The
desire and wish of divine souls do not go away unfulfilled, and Pujaya Himatbhai
accomplished this great task successfully. His dedication, devotion towards Dev,
Guru, Shastra and his contribution for the benefit of Jain world will always remain
live for generations to come.

Pandit Ratana Himatbhai's voice was very sweet, pleasing and appealing.
pratrkraman, many other prayers, stanza in Sanskrit, Hindi, Gujarati and Bhajans
he sang are the treasures. His pravachans during Gurudev's many Janma Jayanti
are video taped. Hundereds of Mumukshu could not resist their tears when he had
given heartfelt tribute to Gurudev at the time of last rites of the Gurudev in Songadh.
He was a source of inspiration, guidance, and knowledge. Where we will go now
|f we wnsh to have some snlace frurn thas miserable wnrid 7 But his hfe IS a massage




to all of us. what we learnt from Gurudev's tatv-gyan should give us consolation in
such grief.

The person who did not have any worldly attachment, who never expected
any thing from anywhere. To me, he was a saint. To describe this illustrious son
of Kund-Kund Bharati in so many words my vocabulary falls short. He was a great
noble spiritual soul after Gurudev and Bahenshri. Here | conclude my tribute to this
Great Saint. *
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